Tips for Building a Solid Horse Library

1. Diversify – Include different reading levels and books on different topics. This also includes having multiple levels of experience, ex: don’t just stock Horses for Dummies, have some George Morris books too.

2. Look for Depth – Any non-fiction books should have clear and frequent illustrations to illustrate text, avoid “summary” books that are filled more with color photos than useable procedures or facts.

3. Go For Categories – Make sure you have books on riding both English and Western, teaching riding, training young horses, short stories, fiction books, feeding and horse care, and at least one current and very detailed veterinary medicine book. Alternative methods like Ttouch, Clicker Training, Parelli, Monty Roberts, or herbal remedies are also popular with current trends but should never be the majority of the horse books available.

4. Research Before Buying – Look for horse book review sites or places like Amazon.com for customer reviews. Customers can be some of your best predictions for library usage.

5. Keep the Covers On – Use Brodart (or similar) plastic covers on dust jackets but PLEASE do not remove the dust jackets. People actually read them and are more likely to pick them up than a book missing a cover or with a worn permabound spine.

6. Avoid Breed Books – One or two encyclopedias of breeds are ok, but much more than that is overkill. Spend your money on books that all horse people can use, not just people interested in a single breed.

7. Ask for Public Input – Start a horse book wish list in a local tack store, message board, or the library itself. Ask people what they want.

8. Know Your Audience – Find out what type of riding people do in the area and then stock that type of book. For instance, you probably will not need many roping books if the majority of people in the area only do dressage.

9. Check Before Discarding – If a book has been checked out recently or is about a topic like medieval history that doesn’t rapidly go out of date it’s ok to keep it on the shelf longer. Also be careful before discarding books that have gone out of print. Check on customer reviews online or with customers before removing.
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