Horse Programming Ideas for Libraries

For all of the below ideas having people bring their horses or equipment is a great idea! Just make sure to check on the insurance regulations, ensure that you have a large amount of responsible adult supervision, and verify that any animals brought are “kid friendly.”

1. [image: image1.wmf]Knights and Horses – Invite a local “Medieval Times” knight (http://www.medievaltimes.com/), SCA equestrian/jousting member (http://www.sca.org/), or IJA (www.worldjousting.com) knight to speak. Have them show up in costume and bring their armor, shield, or any other period item that they think is interesting. Lead a talk about chivalry, heraldry, and the use of the horse in war. If you can get a jouster, even better! Have them talk about bard, lances, and the “list” in which they ride. Compare and contrast the importance of the horse in the knight’s life vs. modern day. Have books like the “Lioness Quartet” and “Protector of the Small” by Tamora Pierce, Ann McCaffrey’s Black Horses for the King, the Eyewitness Guide Knight, Knights: A 3-Dimensional Experience by John Howe, and tales of King Arthur on display. Have children design their own shield with heraldry.

2. Cowgirl Up! – Invite a local Western rider or “cowgirl” to speak at your library. Have a discussion about what tools or equipment she uses and point to the parts of a horse on a poster. Talk about the different jobs that cowboys and cowgirls do. Have the rider (esp. if a rodeo or gymkhana rider) talk about the types of events she competes in and what happens at a rodeo. Have on display a collection of Western stories, Pony Express Books, or books on people like Buffalo Bill or Annie Oakley. As an activity have children draw their own brand and explain what it means.

3. [image: image2.wmf]Cooking for Horses – Work with the local horse sanctuary, animal shelter, or humane society on this one. Have a representative from one of these organizations lead a talk about being kind to animals, what their jobs are, and what kinds of animals they have. Have them read a section from their favorite horse book or one like A Horse Named Doodlebug by Irene Brady or a picture book version of Black Beauty by Anna Sewell. Finish the event with a hands-on horse treat making exercise that teaches children how to read cookbooks or recipes like those from The Original Book of Horse Treats by June V. Evers. Send all the horse treats to the horses at the sanctuary or shelter.

4. East and West – Have an English rider and a Western rider show up in their full show gear with tack and preferably pictures of their horses styled for show. Have a discussion about their types of riding, equipment, and clothing and how they are alike or different. Have the riders talk about the different places they can ride at. Have each read a short story. Have paper “show ribbons” for children to color in and learn the American ribbon coloring system such as first place is blue, second place is red, etc.

5. [image: image3.wmf]My Magic Horse – This event would be all about fantasy horses like unicorns, Pegasus, hypogriffs, talking horses, or horses with special powers. Have on hand books about these types like the “Magic Pony” or “My Secret Unicorn” series or the picture book Rocking Horse Land by Laurence Housman. Tell about each kind of magic or mythical horse and the kinds of legends or stories they appear in. Have children draw pictures of what their fantasy horse would look like and talk about why it would be so special. If you can, post the picture on the walls of the children’s area.

6. Native American Horsemanship – Try to get a representative from the local Native American nation or reservation to speak. Have them talk about how their people used horses in the past and if they still do. Talk about the history of horses in America and how they were used for travel and hunting. Have books on hand like Horse Follow Closely by Gawani Pony Boy, A Mare for Young Wolf by Janice Shefelman, The Girl Who Loved Wild Horses by Paul Goble, the “Kaya” series published by American Girl, or The Gift of the Sacred Dog by Paul Goble. If you have the representative read a book please ask them their permission before the event as they may have a book they’d like to read that is about their specific tribe.

7. Racehorse Finish – Devote the night to the training of Thoroughbred, Arabian, Quarter Horse or other racehorses. Invite a local jockey or trainer to talk about their job and how they train horses. Read from books like Born to Run: A Racehorse Grows Up by Neil Johnson or Stablegirl: Working for the Family by Patricia Harrison. Have on hand books about Seabiscuit, “The Black Stallion” series by Walter Farley, the “Thoroughbred” series by Joanna Campbell, or other books like Born to Trot by Marguerite Henry, Black Gold by Marguerite Henry, Julie Krone: Unstoppable Jockey by Jeff Savage, and Battlecry Forever! by Joanna Campbell. Have children paint or color their own “racing silks” pictures.
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